
Wheatpieces Parish 

Newsletter  Spring 

2013 



2 

Word from the Chair 
     by Cllr Mark Peters 

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of our Parish Newsletter. I hope 

you find it useful and informative. As always, if you have something you 

would like to contribute to future editions, please let us know. 

When I sat down to write this I had rather hoped we would be moving 

into spring with weather more in keeping with the season.  However, 

the run up to Easter felt more like the run up to Christmas and we 

moved into April with the threat of snow, rather than snow drops. 

The Council continues its aim of making Wheatpieces a safe and 

desirable place to live and this aim was reinforced in the recent parish 

survey – thank you to those of you who responded.  With this in mind I 

am pleased to that say the County Council has announced plans to 

introduce traffic calming measures at the entrance to the estate.  The 

work should only take a few months to complete, although I’m afraid the 

unseasonal cold weather has delayed its start.  The measures, whilst 

designed to slow traffic, will also improve the look and feel for those 

coming into the estate. 

The Council itself has gone through some changes and we have seen Cllr 

Pat Read and Cllr Peter Sheldon leave us in the last few months.  I would 

like to thank them both for their support and enthusiasm during their 

time with the Council and wish them both well for the future.  I know 

they will both continue to play an active part in our community.  What 

this does mean is that we currently have some vacancies on the Council.  

So, if you’re interested in taking an active part in your community and 

would like to consider becoming a Councillor, please contact our Parish 

Clerk through our website (www.wheatpiecespc.org.uk) or by e-mail on 

clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk 

Details of Parish Council meetings are also posted on the website. 

Meetings of the Full Council generally take place at 7:30pm on the first 

Thursday of each month at the Community Centre (check website or 

noticeboards for exceptions and agendas), so if you’re interested in 

knowing more about the work of the Council then please come along. 





Parish Update: 

Grants: 

Up to £500 per community group is available from Wheatpieces Parish 

Council to help cover the costs of special projects and activities that  will have a 

positive effect on the local community. If your group would like to find out more, 

please contact us for an application form at clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk 

In the last year we are pleased to say we have helped the following 

organisations:  Tewkesbury Chamber of Commerce—Christmas Lights 

  Tewkesbury Boys Brigade—Kayaking Project 

  Tewkesbury Battlefield Society—Sculptures 

  Tewkesbury Community Midwives—Parent Craft Classes 

Planning Applications locally: 

Tewkesbury Hospital, Barton Road (Application No 13/00120FUL) 

Construction of a new primary care centre with associated facilities, car and cycle 

parking.  Full details can be found at: www.Tewkesbury.gov.uk using the above 

application number. 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Retail Outlet Centre & Garden Centre, Ashchurch 

Local Developer Robert Hitchins is proposing to create a retail outlet centre and 

garden centre in Ashchurch on a 48 acre site, which could create upto 1,000 jobs 

in the area and provide opportunities to promote Tewkesbury as a Tourist 

destination.  The site lies next to a petrol station on the A46, close to the M5 and 

the Ashchurch Industrial Estate. 

More details can be found at: www.ashchurchretailoutletcentre.co.uk 
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Advertise Here 
Would you like to get your message out to over 1500 households in 

Walton Cardiff / Wheatpieces? Advertising in the quarterly parish 

magazine can help keep your customer base local. 
 

Advert sizes available: 

1/8 page size H 4.5cm x W 6cm 

1/4 page size H 9cm x W 6cm 

1/2 page size H 9cm x W 12cm 
 

Please submit copy in digital format (preferably jpeg) to  

If you would like to discuss your requirement email  

clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk  

 

 

 

Tewkesbury Town Centre events website 
A brand new website advertising local events and activities has recently 

been launched which you may find useful. The aim is to promote all of  

Tewkesbury's major events and festivals as well as encouraging local 

people to visit the town centre more often.     
 

The website has been funded by Tewkesbury Borough and Town 

Councils, the local Chamber of Commerce and Federation of Small 

Business business groups  http://www.visittewkesbury.info/ 

There is also a Facebook page which you may find a useful source of local 

information www.facebook.com/VisitTewkesbury  

http://www.visittewkesbury.info/
http://www.facebook.com/VisitTewkesbury


Wild plant charity Plantlife (www.plantlife.org.uk) is reaching out to many 

wild plants enthusiasts and nature lovers by inviting them to become wild plant 

‘pioneers’ and subscribe to a free quarterly e-learning bulletin to learn more about 

our native wild plants via the ‘Wild About Plants’ project website - 

Www.wildaboutplants.org.uk 

The Wild About Plants project aims to help people reconnect with the outdoors 

and their local greenspaces.  Working with schools, families and communities from 

all walks of life and with fantastic free downloadable resources, the team hope to 

engage people with the nature on their doorstep.  In recent years subscribers have 

been asked to record plant life in their local area and recount what they used to 

see/pick and forage for.  Wild About Plants is funded by Natural England through 

Access to Nature, as part of the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme.  

It is a partnership project involving partner organisations throughout the country. 

Finally, did you know that the County flower of Gloucestershire is the wild daffodil 

(Narcissus pseudonarcissus ssp pseudonarcissus)? 
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   USEFUL NUMBERS: 

 

    

Borough Councillor—Adam Tugwell  01684 291111 

County Councillor– Gordon Shurmer  01684 773934 

Tewkesbury Borough Council   01684 295010 

Gloucestershire County Council  01452 425000 

Gloucestershire Highways   0845 090 1234 

Gloucestershire Police    101 or 999 (if emergency) 

NHS Direct     0845 4647 

GP out of Hours Service   08454 220220 

Citizens Advice Bureau    01242 522491 

Tewkesbury Library    01684 293086 

Electricity      0800 328 1111 

Gas      0800 111 999 

Water      0800 783 444 



 

 

Wheatpieces Community Centre 
Why not try something new in 2013? 

Group:       When:   Contact: 

Combat Circuits      Friday evenings  Paul or Jill 07722 584919 

Yoya        Weds am & 2 evenings Mel 07530 357143 

Baby Massage       Weds                                 Faye 01684 438607 

Children’s Zumba    Fridays   Sue 07708 381310 

Tai Chi         Starting 9th April 

 

Special Offer: Play as you go Badminton Mon-Fri 9-5pm £8 per hr (for a doubles game 

works out at just £2 per person) 

For enquiries and party bookings contact   

Adam 01684 294713 / 0777 408 4216 

wheatpieces@uwclub.net  

For full listings and daily programme of 

events visit:  
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www.wheatpiecescommunitycentre.co.uk 

Good News! 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE HIGHWAYS 

GRANT 

Following the Parish Council survey of 

residents in our last newsletter, by a 

majority decision it was decided to 

improve the safety of the roads.  Work 

will begin shortly. 

The John Moore School is currently seeking 

a Local Authority Governor. 

Any Wheatpieces residents who are 

interested in applying or for more info 

contact:  Cllr Gordon Shurmer on : 

Tel: 01684 773934   

Email: 

Gordon.shurmer@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

mailto:Wheatpieces@uwclub.net
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Hello again, at last Spring has arrived, (well almost) and for those just itching to get 

out there and tidy up after the Winter, here are some tips to help you make the 

most of longer days, and look forward to a garden to be proud of for the coming 

year. 

Clean Up 

Whether you’re a keen gardener or a complete novice, all gardens need a good 

tidy up after Winter months.  Tackle any young weeds that are starting to appear 

as the weather gets warmer and mulch with compost and manure—This 

preparation will pay dividends in a couple of months when you are ready to sow 

seeds and start your planting. 

Plants Trees and Shrubs 

If you didn’t get round to planting the shrubs and trees you wanted to during 

Autumn, the ground should be free from ground frosts come April to do then.  

Spring is a good time to get plants and trees fully established before the Winter 

comes round again. 

Cut the grass 

It’s time to dust off the mower in mid spring and give the grass a cut. Don’t forget 

to weed and feed too. 

Sow Summer plants 

Sow summer bedding plants that you like indoors in early spring.  These can be 

moved outdoors in late spring/early summer once the weather warms up and the 

chance of frosts decrease. 

Vegetable Crops 

If you planted vegetables last year, make sure any crops are removed completely 

before growing seeds.  Prepare seedbeds and fertilise your soil ready for sowing 

this year’s crops. 

The Gardening Year—Spring 
By Maria Smart 





 

Refuse and Recycling Calendar 
The new refuse and recycling calendars were delivered to all properties in early 

April either directly through the door or via hooking them onto the blue or 

green bin.   

The refuse collection calendar can also be referred to online at  

www.tewkesbury.gov.uk/calendar Enter your postcode to view the appropriate 

collection dates for your area.   

The views of the contributors are not necessary those of the editors. Wheatpieces Parish Council 

accepts no liability for any claims made against the advertisers, any errors or omissions in the 

advertisement as submitted by the advertiser or any legal action as a result of the advertisement. 

 

The Green Deal 
Improve your home and stay warm and well with the green deal. 

This is a new Government initiative that has been recently launched and allows 
for households to improve the energy efficiency of their homes, shrink their 

carbon footprint and reduce their energy bills with no upfront cost. 

 

Free Green Deal assessments are now available through Warm and Well 
scheme, for a limited time only.  All owner occupier and privately renting 

households can sign up for a free assessment, subject to funding and availability. 

 

The Assessment takes approx 2 hours and is carried out by a fully qualified, 
local energy assessor. The assessor will visit the house, complete the survey and 
provide advice and recommendations on improvements. They are also able to 
advise on the help available to improve the energy efficiency, reduce your bills 

and increase the comfort of your home. 

 

The scheme allows you to make improvements to your home, including 
insulation, heating and renewables and lets you pay for some or all of the 

improvements over time through your electricity bill.   

 

For more information or to apply for an assessment, please call the Warm & 

Well advice line on 0800 500 3076 or email warm&well@swea.co.uk 

 

http://www.tewkesbury.gov.uk/calendar

