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Word from the Chair 
Hello and welcome to the latest edition of our Parish Newsletter. I hope 

you find it useful and informative.  As always, if you have something you 

would like to contribute to future editions, please let us know. 

Christmas will soon be upon us with another year drawing to a close.  As 

we look back at 2012, it has certainly been a busy year. The Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June, that not even the appalling British 

Summer could spoil, and of course who will forget that amazing summer of 

sport, topped off by the fantastic success of both the Olympics and 

Paralympics in London. 

It has also been a busy year at a local level.  As I mentioned in our Spring 

newsletter, more and more of the estate is being ‘adopted’ now and 

ownership is finally moving from the original developers to the local 

authorities such as Highways for the roads with Tewkesbury Borough 

Council and of course the Parish Council for the open spaces.  Whilst 

adoption is excellent news for all of us on the estate, the transition does 

create its own challenges. continued on p2... 
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Word from the Chair (continued from front page) 

I know many of you contacted the Parish Council over the summer regarding 

the state of the hedgerows and weeds along Rudgeway Lane.  This situation 

was created in part by the adoption process as ownership was in the process 

of changing.  I am glad to report, and I’m sure it hasn’t gone unnoticed, that 

the issues in Rudgeway Lane have now been addressed and it looks much 

more like it should finally.  I would like to raise a note of personal thanks to 

County Councillor Gordon Shurmer for his untiring help and support in 

resolving this matter. 

It was good to see so many of you at the Annual Parish Fun Day on 1st 

September.  This event goes from strength to strength and is now firmly 

established in the parish events calendar.  Planning is already underway for 

next year’s event that promises to be even bigger and better. 

All that remains is for me to wish you and your family a very happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year.  I look forward to seeing you all in 2013. 
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News in Brief 

The Tewkesbury Christian Centre will meet at 11:00am on Sunday 

23rd December at the Community Centre. 

Funds for Charity Sale of refreshments at September’s Fun Day raised £50 

which has been donated to Breast Cancer Research.  

Penny Brohn Cancer Care which supports people living with the impact 

of cancer has started to offer its ‘Living Well’ course in Gloucestershire. The 

course enables those diagnosed with cancer and their supporters to explore 

which lifestyle choices are right for them. The service is free of charge.  

For more information please call the Penny Brohn Cancer Care helpline on 

0845 123 23 10 or visit www.pennybrohncancercare.org  

Grants of up to £500 are available from Wheatpieces Parish Council to 

community groups to help cover the costs of special projects and activities that  

will have a positive effect on the local community. If your group would like to 

find out more, please contact us for an application form at 

clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk 



Nature Notes By George 

I went for a walk with my nine year old friend Ellie and her Dad, she was 

complete with note pad and pen ready to take notes. It's lovely to go with 

someone who is interested to learn about the countryside and its wildlife. 

We didn't go far, no need to. Down the track that leads from Rudgeway 

Lane towards the A38 there is plenty to see. You couldn't help but notice 

the swathes of the yellow ragwort, food for the cinnebar moth. The teasels 

with their colourful heads were prolific - I explained how they were once 

used to tease (raise) the nap (pile) on woven cloth and to separate the 

sheeps' wool prior to spinning; (Have you noticed when you look at a lot of 

last years teasels that are all together they look like a Lowry painting of a 

football crowd?) One thing you couldn't help but see was the extraordinary 

amount of anthills, they were everywhere. I was told as there had been an 

excessive amount of rain the soil had become waterlogged so the ants came 

to the surface to build their nests. Sounds reasonable. Nearly at the bottom 

of the track we cut through the wood and went round the edge of the fields 

and saw knapweed, yarrow, vetches with their black seed pods, woody and 

deadly nightshade, plantains, willow herb, black and white bryony (which are 

unrelated), common and musk mallow - both a similar colour but the musk 

mallow has more delicate leaves and flowers. Also plenty of butterflies were 

about including speckled woods, meadow browns, ringlets, brown argus, 

common blue and literally hundreds of gatekeepers. Ellie had made a lot of 

notes and we came back nice and muddy. I look forward to going with them 

again.  
 

Had a fantastic time whilst watching the wetland birds from the Grundon 

hide along the disused canal at Coombe Hill, greylag and canada geese, 

mallards, gadwalls, cormorants, grebe, snipe, lapwings, wigeon, teal, coots, 

moorhens and herons but the most exciting thing of all was when we were 

visited by a female marsh harrier who flew very close to the window 

openings in the hide and she stuck around for over an hour making dives to 

try to catch some prey. She caused havoc and panic among the large amount 

of snipe who were constantly  on the wing and whirling around trying to 

keep out of the way of the harrier which was being continually harried by the 

lapwings and herons. On the way to and from the hide I stood and watched 

a large diving beetle in a muddy puddle taking in air and to top off a great few 

hours there was a kingfisher sat on a branch only a few feet away from me. 
Haven't seen the foxes for some while but what I have seen when I pop my 

dog out about 10:00 to 10:30pm is quite a few hedgehogs, boars, sows and 

hoglets of various sizes. Some of them are ever so small so lets hope they 

eat a lot of slugs and build their weight up ready for hibernation. 
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Advertise Here 
Would you like to get your message out to over 1500 households in 

Walton Cardiff / Wheatpieces? Advertising in the quarterly parish 

magazine can help keep your customer base local. 
 

Advert sizes available: 

1/8 page £15 - size H 4.5cm x W 6cm 

1/4 page £25 - size H 9cm x W 6cm 

1/2 page £45 - size H 9cm x W 12cm 
 

Please submit copy in digital format (preferably jpeg) to 

clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk and post cheque made payable to 

Wheatpieces Parish Council for the relevant amount to Parish Clerk 

C/O 14 Woodpecker Walk, Walton Cardiff, Tewkesbury GL20 7TY 

The next deadline is 28th Feb 2013, for the spring edition.  

Space is limited so get in touch early with your payment to avoid 

disappointment. 

If you would like to discuss your requirement leave a message at  

01684 276007 and we’ll get back to you. 

Nature Notes (continued) 
 

Something besides the wildlife that excited me was  a Lancaster Bomber 

which came right over me flying very low, fantastic. Before I go I must tell 

you this. Late afternoon I was in the narrow lane past Rudgeway farm 

before you reach the road that goes down to Sherdons golf course when a 

brand new, top of the range Mercedes, taking up most of the room came 

towards me. I pulled my dog into the side and shrunk back against the 

hedge thinking it would be going to the farm, but it stopped by me, The 

window opened and a middle aged lady smiled and asked me " is this the 

way to London?" I thought she was (let me think of a suitable expression) 

ah yes! 'taking the mickey', but I realised she wasn't when she said "I've 

been trying to find Bourton on the Water since this morning I thought I'd 

have a day out but I never found it now I've got to go back to London"  I 

told her the way to go but I wouldn't be surprised if she is still going round 

the M25 and this was two months ago.  

Take care of yourselves. Have a great Christmas. George  



Wheatpieces Parish Survey 2012 
The Parish Council has begun the budgeting process for the next financial year 2013/14 and 

is seeking residents’ views on priorities for the forthcoming year. The Council receives a 

budget each year which forms part of the local council tax payment. We are mindful of the 

financial pressures faced by every household across Wheatpieces and that money spent 

should reflect resident priorities, so please take a few moments to give us your views.  

Your completed survey qualifies you for entry into a draw to win a  

LUXURY CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
 

1. What do you value most about living in Walton Cardiff / Wheatpieces? Please 

list in order of importance to you: 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

2. What are your biggest concerns about living in Walton Cardiff / Wheatpieces?          

Please list your concerns in order of importance to the well-being of the parish: 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

3. If there are any 14-18 year olds in your household what single service or 

activity would they like to see provided in the Parish? 

 

The Council employs a part-time street warden to help look after the locality. The current 

focus is on litter minimisation in the vicinity of the shops and play areas.  

4. Where do you think the street warden should concentrate his/her efforts? 

Please give brief ideas below. 

 

 

The Council provides funds for neighbourhood activities, this has included grants to local 

clubs & organisation such as ante-natal classes & for other charitable causes & events. 

5a. Do you support this spending?  

5b. Is there any local cause you think would be worthy of support? 



6. We have a small highways grant to spend. Which of the following two options is 

your preference on how the money should be spent?: 

i. Re-landscaping of the roundabouts on Jubilee Way. 

ii. Traffic Calming at the entrances of the estate at  

Snowdonia Road and Monteray Road highlighting  

“SLOW” set in red tarmac (as illustrated). 

 

7. The Council likes to keep residents informed about what's going on in the parish.    

Is there any specific content you would like to see in the quarterly newsletter?  

 

 

8. Thinking about the Community Centre, what single physical improvement to the 

building do you think could enable greater / more diverse use? 

 

 

9. If there is anything else you'd like to say to the Parish Council relating to the local 

community & services please give your comments below: 

 

 

Thank you for helping the Parish Council by completing this survey.  If you would like to enter the 

draw for a Luxury Christmas Hamper please complete your contact details below making sure 

that your completed survey reaches us by midnight on Weds 19th  December 2012.  

All entries must be from residents of the Wheatpieces Parish (Walton Cardiff residential estate).  

Only one entry per household will be accepted. Your details will only be used to contact you 

should you win the draw.  Details will not be stored electronically or sold on to any third party. 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone number: 

E-mail: 

Return your entry in person or by post addressed to the “The Clerk” at Wheatpieces Parish 

Council, Wheatpieces Community Centre, or via one of the following addresses: 

2 Nightingale Way  /  14 Woodpecker Walk  /  56 Cambrian Road  /  23 Palm Road /  

10 Thatcham Road  /  36 Wigeon Lane  /  24 Wigeon Lane  /  41 Gadwell Road 
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Local Contact Numbers 
Borough Councillor 

Adam Tugwell  01684 291111  councillor.tugwell@tewkesbury.gov.uk 

County Councillor 

Gordon Shurmer 01684 773934  gordon.shurmer@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Tewkesbury Borough Council General Enquiries   01684 295010 

Gloucestershire County Council General Enquiries  01452 425000 

Highways Department  08000 514 514 

Police Safer Community 0845 090 1234 

NHS Direct   0845 4647 

GP Out of Hrs Service  08454 220220  

Citizens Advice Bureau  01242 522491 

Tewkesbury Library  01684 293086  

Electricity          0800 328 1111 

Gas Emergency          0800 111 999 

Water Severn Trent  0800 783 444  



Gloucestershire Village &  

Community Agents 
Providing older people in Gloucestershire with  

easier access to information and services. 
 

My name is Jane Griffiths, and I work with the Village and Community Agents 

scheme as Agent for Tewkesbury and its parishes, which includes Wheatpieces. 

My job is to provide older or disadvantaged people with easier access to 

information and services. This service is free. If you are over 50 years of age, or 

you know someone that is, I can help with many issues such as: 

Receiving all of the pensions and benefits you are entitled to. 

Free home safety checks from Gloucs Fire and Rescue. 

Finding out more about adaptations to your home to help cope with disability. 

Concerns about bogus callers or nuisance telephone calls. 

Feeling lonely and getting out to meet other people. 

Helping other people by volunteering for a local organisation. 
 

The scheme works in partnership with many agencies, such as GCC’s Adult 

Social Care Helpdesk, NHS Gloucestershire, Age UK Gloucestershire etc 
 

I can visit you at home or talk with you on the telephone. I would be happy to 

come along to a local group to provide more information about the service.  

JANE GRIFFITHS   Village Agent   07810 630244   janeg@villageagent.grcc.org.uk 

 

Wheatpieces Community Centre 
With a large main hall than can accommodate 200 and two large meeting rooms, 

the centre can be hired for private functions at very competitive rates.   

To hire the Centre or find out the latest 

on the clubs and activities taking place 

visit the website or contact  

Adam Fendt, Centre Manager  

01684 294713  

wheatpieces@uwclub.net  

9 

 

www.wheatpiecescommunitycentre.co.uk 
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Wheatpieces Parish Council  

Meeting Schedule  
 

Meetings of the full council take place at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of each 

month (except August) at the Wheatpieces Community Centre. 

Agendas for all meetings are posted on the website and on parish noticeboards. 

Meetings are preceded by a public participation session when the public are 

invited to address the meeting, ask questions and make deputations.  

www.wheatpiecespc.org.uk           

Parish Clerk:  clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk  

Chairperson: Mark Peters  01684 275799 
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As I write this we are again experiencing monsoon-like weather, with the 

gardens saturated and the rivers brim full. All good news for the gardeners, 

but please enough is enough!  

 

So if your gardens are looking a bit sad, and whose doesn’t this time of year? 

Try this tip…If you can’t spruce the lawn up with a cut from the mower, 

edge the lawn with a half moon lawn edger, it really does look a lot better 

when done. 

 

Why not bring some natural colour into the garden by attracting wild birds? 

An array of bird feeders can be bought cheaply, such as cages, fat balls, and 

of course feeding tables. 

 

Use wire feeders for peanuts and seed feeders for other seed. In our garden 

we use the tiny Niger seed, especially designed feeders which attract the 

beautiful Gold Finch and other Finches. 

 

It is important to remember to ensure that feeding is maintained regularly 

through the winter months, as the birds will depend on a regular food 

supply to keep them alive. Of course for a more permanent feeding station 

we have in the past recommended planting berrying shrubs and trees such 

as Sorbus Malus, Cotoneaster, and Pyracantha. All these will provide 

essential food. 

 

Please make sure there is water freely available, bird’s just love to bathe and 

drink near where they feed, and the bathing is quite a show in itself. 

So, finally may I wish you a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year and 

see you all in the Spring of 2013. 

The Gardening Year 
By Maria Smart 

 

Is it really Christmas? Whether you like Christmas 

or not, I am afraid it’s only a month away, but not 

to worry, we are only a few weeks away from 

enjoying the gardens again with the Spring 

sunshine (hopefully) bringing new growth. 



 

Christmas Refuse Collections 
Collections that would normally be scheduled from Tuesday 25 to Friday 28 

December will not take place. Collections will take place for food waste the 

following week and the missed bin the following fortnight.  

The collection schedule is as follows: 

 

If your green bin is missed 25 to 28 December - Extra bags of refuse can 

be put out, but only on the next collection (Tue 8 Jan to Fri 11 Jan).  

Additional waste can be taken to the household recycling centre near Stoke 

Orchard which is only closed Christmas Day and News Year’s day.  

If your blue bin is missed 25 to 28 December - Extra recycling can be put 

out the following fortnight on the next collection day (Tues 8 Jan to Fri 11 Jan) 

either in special blue bags (see below) or in a suitable recycling box.  

If your food waste is missed 25 to 28 December - The next collection will 

be the following week and a day later than usual: Weds 2 Jan to Sat 5 Jan.  

If your garden waste is missed 25 to 28 December - The next collection 

will be the following fortnight. Christmas trees can be put out along side (or 

small ones inside) the garden waste bins.  

Extra blue bags and food waste liners - Single use blue bags (blue 

transparent bin liners) and a supply of food waste caddy liners to assist residents 

in managing recycling over Christmas can be collected from Wheatpieces 

Community Centre prior to Christmas. These are for use over the Christmas 

period only and are restricted to 2 bags per household.   

For further information visit: www.tewkesbury.gov.uk/recycling. 

Normal collection day 

Christmas collection 

changes 
Monday 24 December Monday 24 December 

Tuesday 25 December No collection 

Wednesday 26 December No collection 

Thursday 27 December No collection 

Friday 28 December No collection 

Monday 31 December 2012 Monday 31 December 2012 

Tuesday 1 January 2013 Wednesday 2 January 2013 

Wednesday 2 January 2013 Thursday 3 January 2013 

Thursday 3 January 2013 Friday 4 January 2013 

Friday 4 January 2013 Saturday 5 January 2013 

The views of the contributors are not necessary those of the editors. Wheatpieces Parish Council 

accepts no liability for any claims made against the advertisers, any errors or omissions in the 

advertisement as submitted by the advertiser or any legal action as a result of the advertisement. 

http://www.tewkesbury.gov.uk/recycling

