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News in Brief 

 

Gates to Protect MUGA 
New gates have been installed across the access way to the car park at the 

Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). The gates will be locked every evening 

between the hours of 8pm to 8am to restrict vehicular access during these 

times. This action has been taken to help protect the play area following 

concerns from residents over safety and night-time nuisance in the area. 

 

New Bus Stop 

Residents living on Wigeon Lane and nearby will have less distance to walk 

to a bus stop following an additional stop being sited on Jubilee Way. The 

bus stop has been installed following negotiation between the parish 

council and Stagecoach.  For information on bus timetables 

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/travel 

 

New Community Transport Service 

Third Sector Services runs community transport in Cheltenham, 

Tewkesbury and Gloucester. helping less mobile people retain their 

independence and freedom. Two new services, Tewkesbury Community 

Connector and Rural Rover, provide connections to Tewkesbury from 

outlying villages. For more information call 01684 297209. 

 

Tewkesbury Youth Work Trainee Scheme 
A free opportunity for 16 to 19 year olds living in the Tewkesbury 

Borough to train to gain an NVQ level 2 in Youth Work. Could you 

commit to 25 taught sessions, one evening a week and to work in a youth 

club one evening a week? Anyone interested should contact Ben Evans or 

Hayley Thomson at Brockworth Community Project email 

ben@brockworthcommunityproject.org.uk or call 01452 863 681 
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Parish Grants 
Grants of up to £500 are available from Wheatpieces Parish Council to help 
cover the costs of special projects and activities or to help give a community 

group a step up.  

 

In order to qualify the group must be able to demonstrate that its activities will 
have a positive effect on the local community, that it is an affiliated organisation 
and be able to demonstrate that it is also making efforts to gain financial 

contributions from other sources including via its own fundraising activities.  

 

If your group would like to find out more, please contact us for an application 

form at clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk 



Nature Notes 
By George 

 
Since my last notes I think the main feature has been the rain which a bit 

earlier on caused devastation to most wetland birds' nests. A lot of them 

were washed away or submerged. Some will try and nest again but the 

majority won't, so it's a lost season. Sorry to start on a down note but 

Nature can be cruel.  

 
A plus from the rain (as far as I am concerned, but not everybody) is the size 

of the undergrowth. Have you been along the path (known as the Woodland 

Walk) from Walton Cardiff lane which  then skirts round the estate up to 

the playing field? The plants are thick and some of the wild parsley has been 

over 8 feet tall!! There is a lovely display of flowers, dog roses, campions, 

sowthistles, clover, ragwort, bristly ox-tongue, ladies bedstraw, huge 

burdocks, teasels mallows, rafts of ox-eye daisies  and quite a few other 

plants that I don’t know the name of. I need to find out what they are.  

  
The day that Maggy and I were walking along the path was warm and sunny. 

We were really enjoying ourselves commenting on the size and colours of all 

the plants, watching various sorts of butterflies and many different bees and 

insects, all attracted by the flowers, adding to our pleasure as we dawdled 

about. Then along came a man towards us with a long face. "What a mess”, 

he said, “All this blooming undergrowth wants cutting back you can't see a 

damn thing !!"   

There's two ways at looking at everything I suppose. 
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Going over the Tewkesbury Nature Reserve I spotted sedge and reed 

warblers - you can hear rather than see them as they tend to flit about in the 

bottom of the reeds - and a couple of reed buntings, as well as blackcaps, 

whitethroats and a flock of linnets. 

 
On another walk I saw something which I found to be so exciting that I 

stood for over an hour watching. It was the comings and goings of a barn owl 

getting food to feed its chicks. I first noticed it quartering over a piece of 

fallow land, drop down and catch a vole.  I watched it land on a bough of an 

old oak tree, where it paused, had a look around and then went into a hole 

in the tree. After a few minutes it came out and started all over again. I 

reckon it caught something every six or seven attempts.  

 
Due to the activity of the badgers a small part of Rudgeway Lane collapsed 

and the council filled the hole in with tarmac. I see the badgers have made 

two more exits / entrances since then. I'm upset about the proposed cull but 

I suppose if I was a farmer losing cattle with TB, (I know it hasn't been 

proved), I might feel differently. But how many badgers do you have to kill 

and will it do any good as the disease is carried by other animals as well? 
The two foxes I told you about last time are still coming to be fed. The tailless 

vixen had an altercation with a cat and again the cat won. I'm pleased to say 

we are also visited by a hedgehog who passed within three feet of the fox 

who took no notice of it at all despite the fact that a fox is one of the few 

animals that can unroll a hedgehog and eat it. 

 
The nesting boxes have been well used and the garden is full of birds again, 

mainly young starlings, sparrows, goldfinches, chaffinches, collared doves and 

wood pigeons.  I've only heard the cuckoo a couple of times. The first was in 

early May when I was lucky enough to see it perched on a branch about 

fifteen yards away and then in late June 'when he had altered his tune' 

 
Hope you have some good weather when you are on your holidays 

meanwhile keep looking and listening. 

George. 
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George’s book called "Big Louie and Me - Caravans, Curses and Cockfights” 

by George Locke will be out on 1st September from bookshops and on-line 

retailers priced £8.99 
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Wheatpieces Parish Council  

Meeting Schedule  
 

Meetings of the full council take place at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of 

each month (except August) at the Wheatpieces Community Centre. 

Agendas for all meetings are posted on the website and on parish 

noticeboards. 

Meetings are preceded by a public participation session when the public are 

invited to address the meeting, ask questions and make deputations.  

www.wheatpiecespc.org.uk           

Parish Clerk:  clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk  

Chairperson: Mark Peters  01684 275799 

Advertise Here 
Would you like to get your message out to over 1500 households in 

Walton Cardiff / Wheatpieces? Advertising in the quarterly parish 

magazine can help keep your customer base local. 
 

Advert sizes available: 

1/8 page £15 - size H 4.5cm x W 6cm 

1/4 page £25 - size H 9cm x W 6cm 

1/2 page £45 - size H 9cm x W 12cm 
 

Please submit copy in digital format (preferably jpeg) to 

clerk@wheatpiecespc.org.uk and post cheque made payable to 

Wheatpieces Parish Council for the relevant amount to Parish Clerk 

C/O 14 Woodpecker Walk, Walton Cardiff, Tewkesbury GL20 7TY 

The next deadline is 31st Oct 2012, for the autumn edition.  

Space is limited so get in touch early with your payment to avoid 

disappointment. 

If you would like to discuss your requirement leave a message at  

01684 276007 and we’ll get back to you. 
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Local Contact Numbers 
Borough Councillor 

Adam Tugwell  01684 291111  councillor.tugwell@tewkesbury.gov.uk 

 
County Councillor 

Gordon Shurmer 01684 773934  gordon.shurmer@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

Tewkesbury Borough Council General Enquiries   01684 295010 

Gloucestershire County Council General Enquiries  01452 425000 

Highways Department  08000 514 514 

Neighbourhood Watch  01242 276256  

NHS Direct   0845 4647 

GP Out of Hrs Service  08454 220220  

Citizens Advice Bureau  01242 522491 

Tewkesbury Library  01684 293086  

Electricity          0800 328 1111 

Gas Emergency          0800 111 999 

Water Severn Trent  0800 783 444  

 

Wheatpieces Community Centre 
With a large main hall than can accommodate 200 and two large meeting rooms, 

the centre can be hired for private functions at very competitive rates.  

To hire the centre or find out more about 

any of the activities contact  

Adam Fendt, Centre Manager  

01684 294713  

wheatpieces@uwclub.net  
 

www.wheatpiecescommunitycentre.co.uk  

mailto:Wheatpieces@uwclub.net


Summer Walks 

 

Walk One 

Heading towards Gloucester on the A38, turn right at the Coombe Hill 

traffic lights and park up at the bottom of the lane. 

Go along the towpath of the disused canal which is part of a Nature 

Reserve. If you feel like stretching your legs further you can go down one 

side and return along the other, a distance of 5.5miles. There’s also the 

option of stopping off at one of the bird hides. There are lots of birds and 

wildlife to see. The walk can be muddy and a bit uneven.  

For more information on Coombe Hill Nature Reserve visit 

www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 
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Walk Two 

Drive through Tewkesbury and take the A38 

towards Worcester for about half a mile. Park 

in the pull-in opposite Tewkesbury Garden 

Centre gates. Take the lane by the side of the 

garden centre and walk past the houses, down 

the hill to the old railway track. 

Turn right at the bottom and go along the old  

railway track to the steps on your left, then head towards the caravan site. 

Take the path at the edge of  the site then at the end of this path turn left. 

Go over the bridge - (lovely lakes to the right) - turn left and follow the 

track until you reach the Severn. Turn left and back to the car.  

NB: The hill is a bit steep as are the steps and it can be muddy across the 

fields but it's a lovely walk.  

You can normally spot swans, herons, cormorants, mallards, coots, 

moorhens, plenty of ducks including mallards and gadwalls and all sorts of 

smaller birds and plant life. 
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Free cavity wall and loft insulation* 
Grants are now available for loft and cavity wall insulation! If your loft 

has no insulation or it hasn’t been topped up in several years, 

Gloucestershire Warm and Well may be able to top it up for free.  
 

If you have cavity walls these can also be insulated for free using a grant. You 

no longer need to be on a qualifying benefit or over 70 to get the work done 

for free!  
 

If you have solid walls, there are also grants available for internal and 

external wall insulation. The level of grant funding is dependent on your 

circumstances, the size of the property and the main source of heating within 

the home. There are currently grants up to £14,995 so there has never 

been a better time to take advantage of the offer.  
 

The Energy Saving Trust estimates a yearly saving of around £175 after loft 

insulation is installed and up to £135 after cavity wall insulation is installed 

(based on 3 bed semi-detached house). The grants will not be available 

indefinitely so please act now to arrange a free no obligation survey.  
 

To apply for FREE independent, impartial & local 

advice  

on easier ways to keep warm and well 

Freephone 0800 500 3076 

Text WARM to 83010 

Email: warm&well@swea.co.uk 

Online at www.warmandwell.co.uk 

 

* The scheme is open to privately rented and owned properties only and is subject to 

survey and available funding. 

mailto:warm&well@swea.co.uk
http://www.warmandwell.co.uk


This year’s Fete and Fun Day will be packed full of activities for children 

including Circus Skills, Face-painting and Punch and Judy. 

 

For animal lovers, the Dog Show will commence at 2:30pm. We also 

expect to see Alpacas making an appearance and the Cat’s 

Protection League to be holding a homing event at Folly Gardens 

Vet’s.  

 

Throughout the afternoon demonstrations of Zumba and Tae Kwon 

Do will take place and the Community Centre Tower will be open for 

views over Tewkesbury, the Malverns and Cheltenham.  

 

There’ll be numerous stalls and information from local groups including 

the Battlefield Society, Boys Brigade, Guides, Severn Area 

Rescue Association, Discover Tewkesbury and Gloucestershire 

Wildlife Trust 

 

Burgers, Cakes, Ice-cream, Tea and Coffee will all be available. 

 

Activities start at 1:30pm on Saturday 1st September at the 

Wheatpieces Community Centre in Columbine Road GL20 7SP.  

See you there. 

Entry forms for the dog show are on the back page of this newsletter and 

will also be made available at local vets and shops, from the parish website 

www.wheatpiecespc.org.uk or by contacting the clerk at 

wheatpiecesclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Wheatpieces Fete & Fun Day 

Saturday 1 September 1:30pm to 4:30pm                                   

Wheatpieces Community Centre  
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This event is being held from 2:30pm to 4pm on Saturday 1st Sept as part of 

the Fete & Fun Day at the Wheatpieces Community Centre.   

If you would like to enter, please complete the form below and register at the 

community centre on the day between 1.30pm and 2.15pm. 

There is no charge for entrance, but there will be a collection bucket for The 

Dogs Trust. 

 

Owner's Name: ________________________________________ 

 

Owner’s age (if under 12):  ____ Tel Number: _________________  

 

Dog's name: ________________________     Dog's Age: _______ 

Please tick the class (or classes) that you wish to enter:  

 1. Best Puppy - up to 12 months 

 2. Dog with the Lovliest Eyes 

 3. Dog with the Waggiest Tail 

 4. Best Rescue Dog 
 5. Handsomest Dog 

 6. Prettiest Bitch 

 7. Best Golden Oldie - over 8 years 

 8. Best in Show 

The event will be judged by a local vet / dog trainer. 

Owners must be responsible for their own dogs and dogs must be kept on a lead 

at all times. 

 Wheatpieces Fete & Fun Day  

Dog Show Entry Form 

 


